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SAC’s ‘Fail Safe’ Keeps False 
Alarms From Turning Into War! 


Invasion Plan. sweated long years of training. 

You have been dispatched Ii'>.fn,ng the awesome business 
with a complete Invasion plan. ® r just exactly how you will 
Routes across the etiemy bor* Wipe a target off the face of 

-da p to youe target. 1 Al te rnat e the earth In on e fr a cti o n of a 
routes to an alternate target.' gecond. 

ttoutes across the face of the 1 "Your route into tne enemy s 
enemy country and out again. Country, ervery detail of your 
You have rttore than one atomic target and the task before you,, 
bomb. You have fuel for GD0(b are burned deep Into your 
miles. • , memory. You have practiced 

Do you proceed to youf tar-e this mission, now become 
get,. does yohr bombardier pres* <■ reality, until you could carry ft * 
the button and does the first ® ut blindfolded. > 

atomic , bomb go ‘ down the Failed to Keep Peace. 

IIP All World -This is the moment you 

SAC'/S, st “flcS r “-bomborj l,avP t0 

£»* "*«™ 3 ‘“-back 

Not so. You ’are -saved, -ou , do f. nd , slck H , Ui ), 
and mum others bv a now or.* * tn0A! "' , -° u,at V° u and all the 
fully rlntpln plan called Fi.il «* «» Strategic Air 

Safe." II is proof against error Cummanri l i avc la)L ' d to kccp j 
human or mechanical . ' tIie Dc!,ct '- : 

“Fall Safe- s-mplv Instructs' '' ! ' w '' this is SAC s primary i 
you to pierced •owarrl your ,rt ‘ vs>ll>n - i! * reason for being: J 
target for a ii\cd .n umbel of to be shot. cor and grow strong- ! 

' ■---■■ ... . . cr, to deter, the enemy from 

, ' ever exploding a nuclear bomb 

lautfcal miles and then turn,, in anger'* 

> «^rT. all J Safe i V 7 i {u for a " y i The next time you see a 
* no * vapor trail htgh in the spring- 

J?.,” “j 181 moment receive time sky, consider the chance i 
m, t* t0 contlnlle to that if the mlreroscoplc sppek 

our target. ahead of it Is a bomber, it will 

Happens Many Times. have in its bay a greater de- 

This actually has happened structive force than this coun- 
tany times. The great counter- try and Britain together were 
tfensive striking force of the a bl<-' to deliver on ruined Ger- 
AC has been sped on Its way many all through World WaY 
y alerts created by meteoric ‘II. 

ights registering on fhe dew- If the aircraft is heading 
ne radar scopes, or by inter-’ northward, join a silent prayer 
srence of high ffequency with that df the man at the 
ansmltters creating artificial controls that it will have rca- 
illps,” or by the appearance ' ( sou to “Fall Safe.” *• 
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Let a colonel at the Strategic 
Air Command here picture the 
rest of It for you: 

“You know that the Presi- 
dent of the United States -has 
authorized your attack. This is . 
the m o m e nt foy whloh you h a ve 
•seated long years of training, 


UtANK II. BARTHOLOMEW 
President, United Press 

(Copyright mss, by United Fr«M.t 

' ur'f'UTT A lit FORCE BASE, 
Nclir., April 9— Imagine that 
you are commander of a B-52 
jot bomber of the United States' 
Strategic Air Command. You 
are in flight toward an enemy 
target. You are carrying 
thermo-nuclear bombs, capable 
of more destructive fotjee than 
the combined American and 
, Briilsh Air Forces delivered in 
all of World War'll. 

This is not practice. Eight i 
minutes ago you were dis- 
patched from hase. You are 
bound northward across the ! 


Failed to Keep Peace., 

“This is the moment you 
ivp dndwated your life to 


order? , 

Not so. You are -saved, 


OU US5 | Jig I , ' ' - ’ * ’ -'t . Vl| 

Foie, flying faster than the! mnnv et-'ers, by a power- 
speed of sound ful ‘y flmide plan called "Fail 

jk? v-l 2» w air? w ’ 


base and every other SAG 
base In the world, received a 
flash from the Dewline (Distant 
, early warning) network across 
Northern Canada that the radar 
scopes indicated a convergence 
of foreign nhjects flying gwlftlj! 
toward the United States. 

The foreign objects are too 
fast ^ he aircraft. Is this a ' 
flight of intercontinental mis- : 
Mies with atomic warheads ! 
hound for the cities of the 1 
United States and Canada? ! 

15-Minute Warning. 

I light-time for missiles from 
Eastern Europe to North Amer- 
ica is 30 minutes. The Dew- 
line gave your base 13 minutes 
warning. Your aricraft was 
the last of the sortie off the 
: runway; jou were airborne in 
six minutes; you have been 
Hying for eight minutes; enemy ' 1 
missiles which must hove ' 
passed you in flight would be j 1 
due to jjrjko North America in I 
one mniiie Other United',! 
S'ates’bnmhers are in the air 
ail ovc r rite world with re- ., 1 
Ju'isal bombs. • ! 1 

But this is one thing that you I c 

h nnp r\, I I,- : *rv _ , a. 


“Fall Safe” sonpiv Instructs 
you to pioreed • owarrl youf’ 
target for a lived .number of 


.. nautical miles and then turn 
in back— —“Fail Safe"- — if for any 
reason you do not at that point 
and at that moment receive 
. . coded orders to continue to 
* your target. 

si Happens Many Times, 
e j This actually has happened 
! many times. The great eounter- 
■ offensive striking force of the 
SAC has been sped on Its way 
1 by alerts created by meteoric 
flights registering on the dew- 
' line radar scopes, or by Inter-' 
; ference of high ffequency 
| transmitters creating artificial 
“blips,” or by the appearance 
of foreign objects on the scope 
flying in .seeming formation, 

, which simply never have, been 
explained. 

] "The compression of time In 1 
'the atomic «ge is such that 
'SAC must be in constantly: 
alert status and ready for in- 
J stantaneous counter - attack," 

I says Gen. Thomas S. .Power, 

! SAC’s commander-irt-chief. 


alone do not know: ‘Since your j * commander-irt-ch eL 
takeoff, the foreign ob |. P *‘ Time does not .permit hold- 
plcked on .he radar «top« ,ng al , reraU on ‘ hc 

turned nut to he a shower of 8 round while alarm * are !n * 
mefcm-iies r 01 ' ' vestigated. The investigations 

Other aircraft in you/aortie , (ake plapp , whlle tbe b °? b ,t rS 
have been tu.-ned back by radio are ? on thelr way toward the , 
hut in spite of the trigger-' _ ,1 [ 

quick off icienev of' the com- I The Alr Force P lann e r! ' Be-, 


' nii.K-.iu-y or- me com- 1 ,, — » — ; TT 

u ■ irr'v oic mtcheri vou I * ,ipve that if World War III oc- 

and of the pi.-nt alici aft under , rlfrs ' the atomic exchange 
you hand, 'there* has been . j ! Phase will all bo'ovsr in the 


you hand, there* has been a 
failure 

, Bum 'one l .is said that a 
oattie is a nr-J(,s of errors and 
vie ory -goo to the side that 
m.ikco- ,he (sivst number. The 
error in wlil.n ym tlnd jtour- 
self fs ' hat y( it did not receive 
v rt turn back itfnai, 


Approved For 


L first four hours, 
i An Order to Continue. 

But you ara at -the controls 
of 'the B-53 again, your 
radio is functioning* you have 
’reached tho "Fall Sain’* line. 
This time, instead of a o order 
. to return or no orders, n l all, 
a rasping voice In yone car- 
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